Euthyroid low thyroxine (T4) and triiodothyronine (T3) states in prematures and sick neonates.
This article reviews the ontogenesis of thyroid system function in the human fetus and newborn and characterizes thyroid function in the premature infant. Thyroid function disorders associated with neonatal adaptation and illness also are reviewed; these include transient hypothyroxinemia, transient primary hypothyroidism, and the syndrome of nonthyroidal illness.